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CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 7297 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ATRN, LE, SY 

SUBJECT: UNCLASSIFIED POUCH RUNS: INSUFFICIENT SYRIAN ARMY 
DOCUMENTATION AT SOFAR CHECK POINT 

1 . BEIRUT IS CANCELLING TODAY'S (9/7) POUCH RUN PENDING 
CLARIFICATION OF DOCUMENTATION PROBLEM DESCRIBED BELOW. 

2. DURING POUCH RUN ON SEPTEMBER 6, SYRIAN ARMY OFFICER 
(SENIOR LT.) AT SOFAR ROADBLOCK DEMANDED FROM EMBASSY BEIRUT 
DRIVERS DOCUMENTATION (LAISSE-PASSE) SUPPOSEDLY ISSUED BY THE 
SYRIAN MIN. OF DEFENSE IDENTIFYING POUCHES AND AUTHORIZING 
THEIR TRANSPORT FROM DAMASCUS TO BEIRUT. EMBASSY DRIVERS 
MUSTAPHA AND JAMIL WERE DELAYED SIX HOURS AT SYRIAN CHECK 
POINTS. BETWEEN SOFAR AND CHTAURA, AS THEY MADE ATTEMPTS TO 
FIND A SENIOR ARMY OFFICER WHO WOULD GIVE THEM PERMISSION 

TO PROCEED. AS IT TURNED OUT NO PERMISSION WAS GRANTED. 
DRIVERS DEPARTED SOFAR DURING CONFUSION OF "CHANGING OF THE 
GUARD," RETURNING TO BEIRUT AT ABOUT 1930 HOURS LOCAL. 

3. BEIRUT WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY DAMASCUS CONTACTING THE 
APPROPRIATE OFFICE AT THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE AND 
ARRANGING FOR SUFFICIENT SYRIAN DOCUMENTATION TO PERMIT 
MULTIPLE UNCLASSIFIED POUCH RUNS. OUR REGULAR WEEKLY 

RUN WILL ALSO BE CARRYING UNCLASSIFIED POUCHES FOR THE 
BRITISH AND WEST GERMAN EMBASSIES. WOULD APPRECIATE 
ASAP AN INDICATION OF WHEN NECESSARY DOCUMENTATION WILL 
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BE AVAILABLE SO THAT WE CAN RESCHEDULE POUCH RUNS. 
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